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Textile & Clothing
Industry in Europe



EU Textile & Clothing Industry Key Figures 2018
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+0.2% +1.0% +1.5% -3.0% -1.7% +4.7%

Source: Euratexestimates based on Eurostat 
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Long-term evolution of the EU T&C Industry
Exports, turnover and value -added 2004-2018



Future Trends

SIRA 2016



4 Broad Innovation Themes

Smart, high performance materials

Advanced digitised manufacturing, value 

chains and business models

Circular economy and resource efficiency

High value added solutions for attractive growth 

markets



Strategic Programs from 2020

High performance fibres and textiles for technical end markets (transport, 
construction, energy)

Textile circular economy solutions (new technologies for recycling and knowledge 
for circular design)

Smart textiles and wearables for sports, protection, health & smart interiors

Sustainable textile chemistry (Substitution of hazardous textile chemistry, industrial 
biotechnology

Digitising European Fashion Manufacturing Industry & Supply Chain

Bio-based textile raw materials (EU natural and biobased fibres and their 
applications)

Digital Textile Production Processes and Technologies



DEVELOPING A FASHION-TECH

INNOVATION NETWORK FOR EUROPE



DeFINE - Developing a Fashion-Tech Network for Europe  

aims to support the fusion of cutting -edge technologies 

and  innovation into the European fashion and design

industries,

building up a network of incubators & accelerators, start-ups & SMEs,

and financiers to form a fashion-technology community

to promote knowledge sharing, new ideas and collaboration .






